
Town of Keystone 
Board of Trustees 
May 20, 2026 
 
The Board of Trustees met at 6:00 pm, Wednesday, May 20th, 2026, for a regularly scheduled board 
meeting in the Keystone Community Center meeting room. Present were President Casey McNulty, 
Trustees Nikki Ball, David Cofoid, and Will Parks. Trustee Fullilove was absent. Also present was Finance 
Officer Samantha Epler, Public Works Supervisor Jerry Przybylski, Town Attorney Mitch Johnson, Town 
Engineer Zach Grapentine, and Tourism Director Emma Groninger. Other interested citizens in 
attendance were: Sherry Smith, Sandi McLain, Ken Jaques, Tracy Harrison, Lisa Schaeffer, Leslie 
Silverman, Deb Dargatz, Scott Rainford, Erica Rainford, Paula Cottrell, Loyd Pike, Deputy Lindquist, Steve 
Dalton, Robin Scott, and Tammy Hunsaker.  
 
6:00 pm Meeting called to order by President McNulty. Pledge of allegiance was recited. 

CALL FOR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: None. 

MINUTES: Motion by Trustee Ball to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 6th, 2026. 
Second by Trustee Cofoid. Vote – all aye. 

CLAIMS: Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve May 20th, 2026, claims as presented. Second by Trustee 
Parks.  Vote – all aye.   General Fund: Black Hills Chemical, restroom supplies $2207.95; Hardware Hank, 
supplies $8.49; IRS, payroll 10 $1306.61; Jenner Equipment, parts $124.48; Keystone Utility, 
water/sewer $135.00; Mastercard, supplies/services $598.51; McKenzie Waste Mgmt, garbage service 
$270.00; Menards, supplies $377.385; Mt Rushmore Telephone, phone/internet $577.66; Payroll, 
payroll 10 $5646.02; Power House, shop $294.48; SD 811, one calls $8.96; SDRS, retirement $831.78; 
SDRS SRP, supplemental retirement $59.50; SHP Holdings, publishing $451.07; USPS, box fee $198.00. 
General Fund Total $13,096.36.  204 FUND: 204 Fund Total $0.00. 211 FUND: Amick Sound, FA 
monitoring; Borns Group, rack cards/maps $1070.00; IRS, payroll 10 taxes $529.54; Keystone Utility, 
water/sewer $333.80; Mastercard, services/supplies, $2022.54; Menards, VIC supplies $51.96; Mt 
Rushmore Telephone, phone/internet $136.63; Payroll, payroll 10 $1816.23; SDRS, retirement $276.92; 
South Dakota Special Olympics, torch run donation $500.00; The HomeSlice Group, marketing services 
$1749.17. Total 211 FUND: $8,506.79. 300 Debt Service:  Total 300 Fund: $0.00. WATER FUND: CSG 
Forte, ach fees $3.00; IRS, payroll 10 $600.49; Payroll, payroll 10 $2002.22; Mid Continent, testing 
$1214.00; Milbank Winwater, meters $3483.06; SDRS, retirement $322.99; SDRS SRP, supplemental 
retirement $95.25. Total Water Fund $7,721.01. SEWER FUND: CSG Forte, ach fees $3.00; Dakota Mill & 
Grain, service charge $16.76; IRS, payroll 10 $942.73; Mastercard, supplies $31.45; Menards, supplies 
$21.38; Mid Continent, testing $529.25; Mt Rushmore Telephone, phone/internet $164.96; Payroll, 
payroll 10 $2560.02; SDRS, retirement $520.92; SDRS SRP, supplemental retirement $57.75; US Bank, 
CW loan $7155.72. Total Sewer Fund $12,003.94.    

VOLUNTEER/BUSINESS RECOGNITION: None.  

SHERIFF’S REPORT: Deputy Lindquist thanked the Town for their donation to the Special Olympics Torch 
Run. Trustee Cofoid asked that Winter St. be patrolled more due to speeding concerns. 



LIBRARY BOARD: The Summer Reading Program starts Friday May 22nd through Friday August 4th. The 
Summer Rec program will be on Tuesdays from 9-12 starting on Tuesday June 9th through Tuesday 
August 4th.  

PARK BOARD: Loyd asked the board to consider approving a dog park. The Finance Officer will check 
with the insurance company regarding liability. Jerry had some concerns about the proposed location 
and will meet with Loyd to discuss where it will be located. Trustee Ball thanked Sandi, Tammy, and 
Steve for allowing citizens to use their properties to walk their dogs.   

HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT: Deb Dargatz thanked the town for the patio that was poured they are 
placing a bench there. Deb asked that the sign permit fees be waived for the permits they have on the 
agenda. Deb reported that they had 385 students, 11 schools, and 133 parents attended the Living 
History School. They had a total of 559 visitors from May 1st – May 18th. The Museum will be open seven 
days a week from 10am-4pm. Deb invited everyone to come to check out the new mining exhibit 
donated by Gene and Shawn Kuhnel. It has a video of the interior of the Holy Terror Mine that Rich 
Songstad has set up on a loop. Deb thanked Ruby House, Dairy Queen, and Silver Lining Creamery for 
their donations. Deb stated that Lizzy Parson did an amazing job with the Living History School.  

KEYSTONE SENIORS REPORT: Paula reported that they are having a clean-up day this Saturday May 23rd 
at 9am with a BBQ lunch from 11:30 – 1:30. Painting with Pat will be Saturday May 30th at 10am with a 
five-dollar fee for supplies. Exercise classes are still being held on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays at 
10am. The Suzy Homemakers are meeting on Friday at 11am. The Senior Center currently has 68 
members. 

TOURISM DIRECTOR REPORT: Emma reported that the flowers are being delivered tomorrow afternoon. 
They are $47.25 and if anyone wants some let her know. The Visitor Center is open from 9-6 daily and 
they have seen the most visitors from New York so far. HomeSlice has new digital ads running on social 
media. Emma reminded everyone that the decorating contest is starting soon so make sure to sign up by 
May 29th and voting will begin on June 5th.  

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: In addition to his written report Jerry stated that the community garden is 
ready and has a sprinkler on a timer. The damaged traffic light was replaced on Tuesday. Jerry reported 
that he had a meeting with the EPA and the State about PFAS and that we are joining a pilot program. 
Jerry reported that repair work on reservoir 2 was started on Tuesday and they are hoping to be finished 
on Friday.  

FINANCE OFFICER REPORT: The Finance Officer provided the financial reports. The Finance Officer 
reported that the BBB sales tax is up 32.7% from last year and the 1st and 2nd penny are up 54.4% from 
last year. The Finance Officer requested time off from September 18th to September 25th. Motion by 
Trustee Cofoid to approve the time off request. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye.  

CITY OFFICIALS: Engineer Grapentine reported that the temporary traffic light for the sewer line project 
arrived today. Engineer Grapentine had some concerns about the utility easement for the booster 
station, and he will send the document for Attorney Johson to review. Trustee Cofoid asked if there was 
a way to have lights for the crosswalks. The Finance Officer said she will contact the SD DOT about the 
crosswalks. Trustee Ball – none. Attorney Johnson – none. Trustee Parks – none. Trustee McNulty 
reported that the Board received a complaint from Sandi McLain regarding Ron Eastep’s property on 



Swanzey St. Sandi explained that she spoke with Ron about the appearance of the property and offered 
help. The Finance Officer reported that Ron currently has two building permits for the property and that 
Deputy Lindquist has been addressing the parking issues. Trustee McNulty thanked Sandi for bringing 
her concerns to the Board. Trustee Cofoid asked that the Finance Officer contact Cruizzi about their 
scooters/bikes that are located on town property. Trustee Ball congratulated Leslie on the awards she 
received. 

ITEMS FROM CITIZENS: Paula thanked the Board for the use of Watson Park for their Jeep event last 
Saturday. They had a great turnout with 30 Jeeps and raised $1062.   

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

MALT BEVERAGE RENEWAL: Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve a Malt Beverage and South Dakota 
Farm Wine on/off sale license for SLJ LLC dba Black Hills Bites. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye. 

RESOLUTION OF REPLAT 5-20-26: 

RESOLUTION OF REPLAT 
5-20-2026 

 
WHEREAS, Rodney Alexander hereby certify that they are the owner of the property (Lot 8 of 

Block 2 and Outlet B of Swanzey Addition to Keystone located in Section 8, T2S, R6E, BHM, Keystone, 
Pennington County, South Dakota) to re-plat property as follows; 

Lot 6R of Block 2 Swanzey Additon to Keystone, 
Located Section 8, T2S, R6E, BHM, 

Keystone, Pennington County, South Dakota 
 

AND WHEREAS, the said owner of the land shown and described hereon, that the survey was 
done at his request for the purpose indicated hereon; that the development of this land shall conform to 
all existing applicable zoning, subdivision and erosion control regulations.   
 

AND WHEREAS, any land shown on the within plat as dedicated to public right of way is hereby 
dedicated to public use and public utility use as such, forever, but such dedication shall not be construed 
to be a donation of the fee of such land. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the within plat and survey thereof is hereby approve 
this 20th day of May, 2026. 
 Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve Resolution 5-20-2026. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye. 

BUILDING PERMIT: BP5-20-26-1 Jeremiah Gruis 720 Columbia St, 16’ x 14’ shed. Motion by Trustee Ball 
to approve BP5-20-26-1. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye.  

BUILDING PERMIT: BP5-20-26-2 Shawn Kuhnel/Rock Shed 404 Mitchell St., 12’ x 20’ shed. Motion by 
Trustee Cofoid to approve BP5-20-26-2. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-1 Brandi Hunsaker/Ruby House 124 Winter St., Ruby House Balcony Grill. 
Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve SP5-20-26-1. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye. 



SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-2 Tammy Hunsaker 404 Reed St, Parking/BCL/Shirley’s. Motion by Trustee 
Cofoid to approve SP5-20-26-2. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-3 Tammy Hunsaker 404 Reed St., BCL/Shirley’s Keystone Café. Motion by 
Trustee Ball top approve SP5-20-26-3. Second by Trustee Cofoid. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-4 Emad Barsoum 217 Winter St, Mt Rushmore Souvenirs. Motion by Trustee 
Cofoid to approve SP5-20-26-4. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye. 

GRADING PERMIT: GP5-20-26 Tammy Hunsaker & Rod Alexander 404 Reed St., grading prep for parking. 
Motion by Trustee Ball to approve GP5-20-26. Second by Trustee Cofoid. Vote – all aye. 

BUSINESS LICENSES: Motion by Trustee Ball to approve the business licenses for Aura, Black Hills Bites, 
Black Hills Outfitters, Keystone Fashion, Rushmore Custom Designs, The Daisy Chain, and The SoDak 
Shack.  

CONTRACTOR LICENSE: Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve the contractor license for Mehlhaff 
Construction, Inc. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-5 KAHS top of Mitchell St, Museum. Motion by Trustee Ball to approve SP5-20-
26-5 and waive the fees. Second by Trustee Cofoid. Trustee Ball, Cofoid, and Parks vote – aye. Trustee 
McNulty abstained. Motion carried. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-6 KAHS 603 Reed St, Walking Tour/Museum. Motion by Trustee Cofoid to 
approve SP5-20-26-6 and waive the fees. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-7 KAHS First St/Blair St, Museum. Motion by Trustee Ball to approve SP5-20-26-
7 and waive the fees. Second by Trustee Cofoid. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-8 KAHS First St., Museum. Motion by Trustee Cofoid to approve SP5-20-26-8 
and waive the fees. Second by Trustee Ball. Vote – all aye. 

SIGN PERMIT: SP5-20-26-9 KAHS 402 Blair St, Museum. Motion by Trustee Ball to approve SP5-20-26-9 
and waive the fees. Second by Trustee Parks. Vote – all aye. 

RAMADA PARKING AGREEMENT: Motion by Trustee Ball to approve the Ramada parking agreement. 
Second by Trustee Parks. Trustee Ball, Cofoid, and Parks vote – aye. Trustee McNulty abstained. Motion 
carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:35pm. 

 

                                                                       Town of Keystone, Board of Trustees 
                                                                                      By____________________________ 
                                                                                           Casey McNulty, President 
ATTEST: 
____________________________ 
Samantha Epler, Finance Officer 
(SEAL) 


